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 Aquarius- Summer wind 

longs to run inca dates. 
your hair. The Earth rises to 
meet your step. The ancient 
world’ rolls. at. your feet, a 
happy puppy. A special es 
ic Is in love with you. Take its 
hand and feel. no fear. 


Pisces- A plan or project is 
not a single image, but more 
like a fis book. You can alter 
the past, present and future 
pages one leaf at a time, and 
guide the cohesive whole to 
your vision. Be patient with 
yourself. 


Aries- An antagonistic force 
in your personal narrative, 
either a person or an onus 
you bear, is not as much rep- 
resentative of an intentional 
a as you think. Dig and 
you'll find it’s merely some- 
one's thoughtlessness. 


Taurus- It's beneficial to stir 
up your physical routine this 
week. Inhale and _ exhale. 
Make an effort to get your 
heart rate up daily, and take 
a moment to calm your cen- 


Gemini- You have energy 
spikes in both love and cre- 
ativity this-week. Grasp this 
energy and give it a direc- 
tion, start a harnassed ava- 
lanche, and ride the ensuing 
momentum to ... wherever 
you want. 


Cancer- Find two ways out 
of ey room before you sit 
down. Bring an extra pair of 
ee Charge your phone. 
ou would do well to carry 
a backup plan_with you this 
week, It’s nothing you can't 
handle. 


Leo- This week is the sneeze 
that won't come for you. A 
tingling, nagging feeling that 
you're forgetting to do some- 
thing will haunt you through 
to the weekend. Everything 
will resolve by the weekend. 


Virgo- A financial splurge 
will not do you any favors 
this week. Be frugal with your 
money, and understand that 
money is unrefined free time. 
It can be a ticket to freedom 


. . . x 
Libra- This is a week of tre- + 
mendous flux. Something 
significant, _ something 
around which Bou orbit, is 
tilting its axis, Pay attention 
and 
eficial. Move 
may be disastrous. 


e change can be ben- 
lindly and it 


Scorpio- Your feet are plant- 
ed in the Earth. Unfurl your 
roots; become the ground 
and you'll be able to read the 
land and see what's coming. 
Rain in your hair, dirt.on your 
skin, your human magic is 
strong this week. 


larly susceptible to influence 
from other people’s energy 
this week. Your mind armor 
is weak, so plan accordingly 
and avoid malicious or taxin 
individuals. They may ben 
you right now. 


Capricorn- Grab the reigns. 
By force if need be. You may 
have gotten used to things 
being a certain way, and as- 
sume that compromise is 
necessary, It’s not. Step back 


A 
¢ 


fully. 


continued from front 


home early because | dropped too many 
plates and as | was riding home | saw the 
paperclip leering at me from its twine on 
the door knob and | threw down my bike 
and ran up to the door and tried to rip it 
off but it was strong twine and | cut my 
palm badly and yelped and then threaded 
it off the string and ran back to my bike 
and rode home. | put toilet paper on my 
bad hand and threw the paper clip into 
the sink. It was covered in blood now and 
shone red in the flickering, purply-white 
light of the bathroom’s neon bulb. 


That night | sat on my bed and | was wear- 
ing all of my clothes and my shoes and my 
cell phone was resting on the naked mat- 
tress next to me and | wanted her to call to 
invite me over and | wanted her to call so 
that | could not answer the phone so that 
she would know | didn’t need her and that 
| wasn't just waiting for her but it felt really 
hollow doing that because | knew first of 
all that if she did call | would pick it up right 
away and answer with an audible smile 
and that furthermore she wasn’t going to 
call because she had a lot of homework 
because she was a student and | wanted to 
be a student really badly but my parents 
weren't rich like hers were and | began to 
hate her. | held the paperclip tightly in my 
good hand and my bad hand wept blood 
slowly into the mattress, seeping along 
the seams and turning brown like wilted 
leaves and | fell asleep like that. 


| woke at 4:28 in the morning because it 
always gets extra cold before the sun ris- 
es and | don't have any heat in my house 
and my face was still scowling. | shifted 
slowly back and forth, trying to warm up 
but it was too cold so | got out of bed and 
walked out into the street where the world 
felt like it had a ceiling and that | was in 
a big wet warehouse because the clouds 
were low and thick and | couldn't see the 
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decide where you want 
to go. Go there. You'll make it. . 


moon or the stars or any hint that the sun 
would rise at all and | walked to Molly's 
house. | put the bent paperclip that was 
in my brother’s bag back on the door 
and waited in the thick, dead kudzu en- 
shrouding her driveway until after a long 
time when | was shivering and sneezing, 
the clouds turned grey and the street- 
lights died and she opened her door and 
| jumped out of the bushes and walked 
over to where she was adjusting her hat 
and getting ready to mount her bike and 
all of the hatred and insufficiency and 
loneliness that I'd ever felt welled up in me 
like a black tide or a seething tree line over 
an earthquake and | wanted her to love 
only me forever and then, before she saw 
me, | could see her take a red handkerchief 
from her pocket and turn back to her door. 
She looked quizzically at the bent clip for 
a moment before attaching the cloth to 
the end of the twine and smiled and then 
she saw me standing behind her because 
| had kept walking and was really close 
to her and she started and then a smile 
crept across her eyebrows and she walked 
slowly into me and we embraced. And 
then it was okay. And then | smiled and 
the tide and the trees settled down and 
she said that she would like to have lunch 
with me after class if | wasn’t working and 
| was working but | said | wasn’t because | 
could quit that job because | hated it any- 
way and it was really nice of her to want 
to have lunch with me and then she rode 
away like music and | stood there for a mo- 
ment and went back to my room and sat 
on my bed and laughed so softly to myself 
that if you had seen me there you might 
think that | was crying and then | put my 
phone on the mattress next to me and 
waited for her to call because | wanted to 
show her how much | loved her and that | 
would always love her and that no matter 
what, she could count on me to be there 
forever because she was my best friend 
and | loved her. 

By Fomich 


Howlin’ at you 
every Tuesday! 


And the sunlight rose and rose through 
my window until | woke and stood and 
wrapped myself in a towel and then 
walked out of my door into the kitchen 
where the air was much colder and | made 
for the bathroom and sleep dropped from 
me like feathers. | stood naked in the show- 
er and warm water seeped into my bones 
and stayed there for many minutes after | 
dried off and | dressed and left my house 
to where the air was colder still and walked 
down Pulaski St. towards downtown and 
the breeze hid in shadows of light poles 
and trees and houses and | stole a newspa- 
per along the way. | read the newspaper in 
a coffee shop while slowly, very slowly, sip- 
ping on some vanilla tea and | wrote after. 


| found a pen in the library. It was a nice 
pen, a pilot V5 extra fine, you know? | used 
it to write a love letter because the ink 
flowed so nicely that it kind of wrote itself. 
The first draft of the letter wasn’t too great 
so | stopped and started over. 


| hung the letter from a paper clip that 
| found in an old book bag my younger 
brother lent me. The paper clip in turn was 
suspended from a length of twine that | 
tied around a doorknob. The doorknob 
was on the door of my friend Molly’s house 
and | wrote the love letter for her because 
she had these really expressive eyebrows 
and sometimes we kissed when we were 
listening to music or watching a movie in 
her bedroom but only if her friend Thomas 
who lived in another room didn’t sit in her 
room with us because we were both kind 
of shy. 


| wrote about the sky and how the light 
and wind were pouring down and scream- 
ing across my face that morning and how 
| liked her the same way | liked trees and 
Muses and maybe | could like her like 
something more tangible if she liked me 
too. So | left it on her door and rode my 
bike away real quickly so that she wouldn't 
see me and say hello because | wanted her 
to be alone when she read it in case she 
didn’t feel the same way so that then she 
could just not bring it up and | would un- 
derstand and things could keep being the 
way they were already. At the end of the 
letter | asked her to hang something red 
from the paperclip if she felt the same way 
so that | could know for sure. 


Then | went home and sat in my room for 
awhile on my bare mattress and read a 
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book for awhile before | had to go to work. 
| put on my apron and my jacket and rode 
out past Molly’s house to the restaurant 
and craned my neck up Molly's driveway 
and the letter was gone and the paper FRIDAY AUG 8 

clip was still there swinging slightly in the | [aes] 22% 

wind and spinning at the end of the twine 

but it was empty. There was nothing red \" 
clamped between its coils. 
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4 y /, PFS ROXY THEATER 
At work | made it through the busy times ' 2023 SANSOM ST 
by thinking of her face and how sometimes 
right after Thomas would leave she would 
lean in slowly like music and look away, 
always to her right, and our lips would 
touch and if she was in the right mood 
she would place her arms on my shoulders 
and slide them down around my back and 
find the gap where my pants and shirt left 
a patch of skin and she would scratch that 
patch and as she slid her arms down she 
would draw in so close to me that her chest 
touched mine and she would close her 
eyes. She became a kind of mantra. 


5 j 
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BookingEL@yahoo.com 
1356 N Front St - Fishtown 


| rode home with my pocket filled with 
one dollar bills and a sandwich in my free 
hand and it was dark so! had to ride up her 
driveway a bit to see if she had left some- 
thing red in the clip. It glinted orange, still 
oscillating slowly in the air, catching the 
dirty yellow sodium glow of a streetlight 
and there was nothing red. | rode home 
and finished my sandwich and drank some 
soy milk and brushed my teeth and that 
was all for that day. 


The next day | woke the same way but in- 
stead of my mind starting clean and tak- 
ing in the world one step at a time | was 
already thinking about the paperclip and if 
it had something red in its teeth. | skipped 
taking a shower and didn’t steal a newspa- 
per and instead walked past Molly's house 
and there was the paperclip and it was still 
by itself. The sun hadn't reached a height 
allowing it to catch the steel of the curves 
yet but | could tell that it was just waiting 
to shimmer in the light and swing free from 
its twine and not have anything to hold for 
another day. 
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Everything was wrong at work and | could 
see her and Thomas laughing about my 
letter and | cursed myself for not checking 
the spelling of the word sentance because 
even though I’m not an idiot I’m not that 
good at spelling some words. | was sent 
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continued on back 


GREENSTREET 


COFFEE .co. 


FOUND: Lovely fluffy gray kitty found at York 
and Amber in Kensington. Very healthy and 
personable. If you lost a room mate, contact: 
rebecca at rebeccabarn@gmail.com 


Sir Leaflock the Brave 
Conqueror of tummies and inventor of the coaster hat. 


Lost but Seeking 
Remember folks, we run lost pet and stolen bike ads 
for free if we have spare room. <3 
Want to see your favorite animal pal in the 
Secret Admirer? Send us a photo with a cap- 
tion or name and we'll print it! Also. If you're 
looking for a home for a stray or homeless 
animal, send in the details and your contact 
info and we'll get the word out for free. 
anks for reading! 


PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com 
or text 603 203 4766 
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WT F Pit'’s é Wacky é Facts! 

e A traditional chef's hat 
has exactly 100 pleats to signify the 100 
ways an egg can be prepared by a mas- 


ter chef. A Hapax legomenon is the term 
for a term or turn of phrase that is used 


only once. A Einstein lost all of his Nobel 
Peace Prize money in a divorce. A The 
Tale of Two Lovers, the best-selling work 
of fiction in the 15th century, is an erot- 
ica novel penned by a man who later 
became the pope. A Typewriters were 
originally marketed as literary pianos. 
A Ancient Scandinavians sailing the 
northern oceans believed the Aurora 
Borealis to be starlight reflecting off of 
the scales of massive, mythical schools 
of herring. A Herring communicate with 


Lyra Foxx: the Martha 
Stewart of our generation. 


one another via farts. A Bill Clinton was 
viciously mauled by a sheep at the age 
of 8. A Some scorpions need only eat 
once a year. A In 1899, Dr. Horace Em- 
mett announced to the world that the 
secret of eternal youth was regular in- 
jections of pulverized squirrel testicles. 
He died in 1899. A Taurine, a major ac- 
tive ingredient of Red Bull, is also found 
in bile, breast milk, and spiders. A When 
Fidel Castro rose to power, one of his 
earliest decrees was that all Monopoly 
games be destroyed. A In Britain, in the 
early 19th century, children aged 7-14 
could be sentenced to death if a court 
found “strong evidence of malice in 
their soul.” A Cheese is the most stolen 
food in the world. A 
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Get your Philadelphia 
Secret Admirer tanktops! 


Cool fashions and lovely fabric. 
Female and male-bodied sizes. 
small, medium, large, extra large 
gray, purple, or black fabric 

all with mustard yellow ink 
Printed locally at Awesome Dudes 
$15 and we mail it to your door 
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Q@Cross 

1. Powerful disdain 

5. Inquisition 

8. Condition of severely depleted t-cells 

12. Profoundly malevolent 

13. Controls 

15. Small flying insects 

16. No more than 

17. Burst forth 

18. Invasive flirt look 

19. Incitement 

22. 1 lift of the barbells 

23. To blunder 

24. Sexual assault 

26. This part of a blue whale weighs as 
much as an elephant 

29. Hinder 

31. Southeastern college sports event 

32. Cede 

34. River in Paris 

36. Ancient Peru 

38. Attempts 

40. Diminished 

41. Better than recycling 


1. Cannabis fiber 
2. Affirm 
3: Novice Prrrrr, Peeeeeeeeereeeeereererers Sitter rrrrrrrrrrerr etree rrr reer rrr rr rrr rerr,. errr rrr rrr rrr rrr rrr r reer eerie 


4. Not quite a dozen DOCLaR eG) 
ae Y,, 


5. Emanation 
Good Friends -Good Food - Good Times 
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sexually active 
7. Civil War hat 

on entire purchase with this coupon 
328 South St - TheBoylerRoom.com 


8. Back then 


9. A component in a mixture 
10. Valley 

11. Stair 

13. Enlistee 

14. Angry clouds 

20. Hedonistic spree 

21. Short sleeps 

25. Rind 

26. Foundational principle 
27. Happening 

28. Strange 

29. Concepts 

30. Come to pass 

31. Elton John, or Paul McCartney 
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little girl- (walking barefoot by a pile of Barbie toys 
and accessories and steps onto a Barbie 
shoe) Ouch! Oh man! These high heels are 
killing my feet. 


Secret Admirer Headquarters 
guy- Why don't we have more overheards this 


week? 
gal- | dunno. Maybe people just don’t care any 
more. 
Casy guy- Well that’s cool. | guess we can put something 


else here if people don't care about over- 
heards anymore, like, fashion tips or res- 
taurant reviews. 

gal- Yeah that’s a good idea. People would really 
like that. It would be way more amusing 
than overheards. 

guy- Cool. That’s what we'll do then. If we don’t get 
more overheards this week, we'll start 
reviewing gastro pubs in Fishtown. 

gal- Oh cool, and I'll write about local brewers and 
the fantastic things they're doing with 
hops. 


difficult 


Think we're joking? 

Try us. 

text: 603 203 4766 

email: PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com 


43. Between Oregon and Wyoming 
45. Hold to a bolt 

46. Made it to third base 

A8. Staid 

50. Rests on the ties, holds the train 
51. Gentle throw 

52. A deer, a female deer 

54. Disaster 

61. George Carlinesque humor 

63. Canada’s mascot 

64. Turn words to thought 

65. Carve in stone 

66. Ancient Assyrian city 

67. Tropical tuber 


33. Top 
35. Our time zone 
37. Almost kisses Alaska 


42. Large in scope 

44. Olfactory stimulant 
47. Cousin to alpaca 

49. Terminates 

52. Pulled to oneself 

53. Honor-bound promise 
55. Chore 

56. Basilica area 

57. Homeless snail 


39. Temporary place of respite 


58. Swampy plant matter used for fuel 
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68. Not the curds 59. Bugs Bunny 1 

69. Cask 60. Ancient Biblical kingdom I 

70. Flower stalk 62. 2nd person possessive I 

1 

1 

Please turn your phone off I 

1- Where did: Quasimodo live? and put it away for a minute 
2- How.many segments are on an official basketball? I I 
3- Which state boasts Grand Canyon-national park? I I 
4- What is the highest possible bowling score in a game with,no strikes? I I 
5- How many US presidents were assassinated in office? l I 
ANSWERS ON BACK & ov 


